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on duty at the Emperor's Palace are in a much worse
position than we. Imagine not being able to loosen one's
belt and ribbons on a day like this ! Here at any rate we
can loll about just as we please. The only difficulty is to
avoid going to sleep. Has not any of you got some startling
piece of news to tell us ? You need have no fear that I may
have heard it already, for I am becoming quite senile; I
never hear about anything till every one else has forgotten
about it/ They all began wracking their brains to think of
some exciting piece of intelligence or entertaining anecdote,
but without success; and presently, since their host had
invited them to be at their ease, one after another of the
visitors somewhat timidly took up a position with his back
planted against the cool metal railings of the verandah.
' Well/ said Genji at last,' as a matter of fact, rarely though
this now happens, I myself have picked up a small piece of
information. It seems that his Excellency To no Chujo has
lately rediscovered and taken to live with him a natural
daughter of whom he had lost sight for many years. Come,
Kobai/ addressing Kashiwagi's younger brother, ' you will
be able to tell me if there is any truth in this/ * Something
of the kind has happened/ answered the young man,
' though there is a good deal of exaggeration in many of the
stories which are being put about. The facts are that last
spring, in consequence of a dream, my father asked us to
inquire carefully into every case we could discover of a child
claiming paternity by him. My brother Kashiwagi did
finally hear of a girl who seemed to possess absolute proof
that she was an illegitimate child of our father's, and we
were told to call upon her and verify this, which we accord-
ingly did. That is all I know about it; aad I am sure that
there is no one present who has not something a great deal
more interesting than that to talk about. I ajn afraid what
I have just told you cannot possibly be of interest to any one